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Classroom Activity—You Be the Judge

A major responsibility of Michigan’s

judicial branch of government is to

interpret the law, including the federal

and state constitutions. In this lesson,

your students play the role of judge,

examining these documents to compare

what they contain and decide what they

mean in everyday life. You may wish to

select specific excerpts from the U.S.

Constitution and Michigan Constitution,

depending upon your focus. 

1. Swear in your class as judges, using

the official Oath of Office. 

2. Briefly discuss the Fast Facts to begin comparing and

contrasting the state and federal constitutions. 

3. Finally, present similar excerpts from each document for

students to examine and interpret as a judge might do.

• What do the words in each excerpt mean?

• How are the excerpts similar? Different? 

• What ideas were included? Excluded?

• How do the differences change the meaning of the state-

ments?

• How does your interpretation of their meaning affect what

happens in everyday life?

CONSTITUTION DAY—SEPTEMBER 17, 2006

Oath of Office 
I do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that I will support
the Constitution of the
United States and the
constitution of this state,
and that I will faithfully
discharge the duties of the
office of [judge] according
to the best of my ability.

—Michigan Constitution, 

Article XI, § 1.

The following two pages contain great ideas for celebrating the
Constitution on September 17 (and everyday!) with your students. 

Topic U.S. Constitution Michigan Constitution

Introduction Preamble Preamble

Rights Bill of Rights Article I

Legislative powers Article I Article IV

Executive powers Article II Article V

Judicial powers Article III Article VI

Process of amendment Article V Article XII
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CONSTITUTION DAY—SEPTEMBER 17, 2006

Fast Facts
U.S. Constitution

• Signed September 17, 1787.

• World’s oldest constitution still in effect.

• Defines the roles of three branches of

government.

• The original fit on four handwritten

sheets. A printer-friendly transcript is

available at www.archives.gov/national-

archives-experience/charters/constitution_transcript.html.

Michigan Constitution

• Adopted in 1963.

• Superceded the constitution of 1908. Michigan adopted previous con-

stitutions in 1850 and 1835.

• Defines the roles of three branches of government.

• One current edition is 81 pages while an annotated copy is five

volumes long. Searchable and .pdf versions are available at

www.legislature.mi.gov/. (See Publications to download a hardcopy.)

On the Web 

• American Bar Association—Conversations on the Constitution

www.abanet.org/publiced/conversations/constitution/home.html

• Center for Civic Education—Lessons for Constitution Day

www.civiced.org/byrd/?page=General_Information

• Constitutional Rights Foundation—Constitution Day

www.crf-usa.org/constitution_day/constitution_day_home.htm

• Department of Defense—U.S. Constitution Course

http://constitutionday.cpms.osd.mil/course-choice.htm 

• Justice Learning

www.justicelearning.com/constitutionday/index.asp

• National Archives—Our Documents

www.ourdocuments.gov/ 

• National Archives—Charters of Freedom

www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/charters.html 
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